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AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
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AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 1812 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EG 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TRANSFERRED TO CAIRO 

1 . LAST WEEKEND CAIRO PRESS NOTED EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
MOSCOW HAFIZ ISMAIL WILL RETURN SOON TO CAIRO AND THAT HIS 
FAMILY ALREADY ARRIVED. 

2. ADDRESSEES WILL RECALL IMPORTANT POLICY-MAKING POSITION 
HAFIZ ISMAIL HELD IN SADAT'S GOVERNMENT UNTIL AFTER SINAI I 
WAS NEGOTIATED. AS CHAIRMAN OF EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT'S VERSION 
OF OUR NSC, HAFIZ ISMAIL HAD HIS OWN STAFF AT PRESIDENCY, 

HAD SADAT'S EAR. AND HAD JUST AS MUCH IF NOT MORE 
INFLUENCE AS EGYPTIAN FONMIN. HE AND FAHMY WERE RIVALS FOR 
SADAT'S FAVOR.) HAFIZ DISAPPROVED OF SADAT'S DECISION TO ENGAGE 
IN STEP-BY-STEP, NOT FOR ANY ANTI-AMERICAN 

REASONS, BUT SIMPLY BECAUSE HE THOUGHT PROCESS WOULD INEVITABLY 
STALEMATE AT A POINT REMOTE FROM COMPREHENSIVE AND FINAL 
SETTLEMENT. AS LOYAL EGYPTIAN, HOWEVER, HE ESCHEWED PUBLIC 
CRITICISM AND REQUESTED POST ABROAD. HE GOT MOSCOW, WHICH 
WAS NOT HIS FIRST CHOICE, AND NEITHER HE NOR HIS FAMILY 
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WERE HAPPY THERE. IT IS CONSEQUENTLY NOT SURPRISING THAT 
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HE HASDECIDED TO COME BACK. 

3. COMMENT: WE DO NOT REGARD HAFIZ ISMAIL'S RETURN TO CAIRO 
AS INDICATION OF ANY LIKELY SHAKE-UP IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
ESTABLISHMENT HERE. HIS DESIRE TO RETURN HAS BEEN WIDELY 
KNOWN FOR SOME TIME, THOUGH NO ONE SEEMS TO KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT HE WILL DO WHEN HE COMES BACK. 
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